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free from the taint of religious fanaticism, for,
contrasting the agitation of the Congress and
other deputations, which "persuaded" English-
men rather than " threatened " them, with the
Khilafat agitation, he said: "Ib would be
infinitely better from the Muslim point of view,
both now and in future, if they, too, would
appeal to instincts which are common to us
both, instead of imagining that threats will
ever get their way." "An agitation carried on
with reason," he continued, "is one thing; an
^agitation carried on with threats is a very
different thing, and we in this House, and
Englishmen generally, are much more likely to
look after the interest of our Muslim fellow-
$ubjects in the Empire if we believe they share
our view as to what is right, and not that we are
nervous as to what their attitude may be in
future. The agitation on both sides is an objec-
tionable, a fanatical religious squabble. To. me
it is a matter of utter indifference whether St.
Sophia is a Muslim or a Christian church. Whafc
I see before me in this decision is simply this.
The British Prime Minister laid down in asoleran
declaration that the Turks should not be swept
out of Constantinople. That ought to be